
	
Bishop’s Message
My Dear Fathers, Sisters and Laity,
The old time pastor was galloping down the road, rushing to get to church on time. Suddenly his horse stumbled and pitched him to the ground.  In the dirt with a broken leg, the pastor called out, “All you saints in Heaven help me get up on my horse!”
Then, with extraordinary effort, he leaped onto the horse’s back and fell off the other side.
Once again, on the ground, he called to Heaven, “All right, just half of you this time!”
“…”
There are two great feasts that fall on this month of November. One is All Saints day and the other one is All Souls day.
Every human being is created in the image of God. All are called to lead a holy life. However, the choice depends on us how we look at holiness in our life. Pope Francis observed, "Do not be afraid of holiness. It will take away none of your energy, vitality or joy." Hence, it is true that our holiness will bring true joy to our life.
With regard to All Souls day, when we read the Bible in the book of Job we see when Job was in darkness of sickness, he was in fact at death’s door. At that moment of anguish, of grief and of suffering, Job proclaimed with hope: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and at last He will stand upon the earth … and I shall see God … and my eyes shall behold, and not another” (Job 19:25.27). What a faith he had at that moment of great loss of both health and wealth. This gives concrete foundation to our faith on the day of commemoration of the deceased. 
 The Commemoration of the deceased has this twofold sense. 
1. The memory of the past: a cemetery is sad, it reminds us of our dear ones who have gone, it reminds us also of our own death in the future.  
2. The Hope of the future: The sadness is mixed with hope. In addition, this is what all of us feel on that day the memory of our dear ones, before their mortal remains, and hope.
However, we also feel that this hope helps us, because we too must tread this path. All of us will tread this path eventually, all of us will, with grief, with more or less grief, but all of us, but with the flower of hope, with that strong thread that is anchored in the beyond. See, the hope of resurrection does not deceive.
Foremost, one who first tread this path was Jesus. We go on the path that he did. The one who opened the door for us is He Himself, is Jesus: with His cross He opened for us the door of hope; He opened the door for us to enter where we will contemplate God. “I know that my Redeemer lives, and at last He will stand upon the earth … and I shall see God … and my eyes shall behold and not another.”
We return home today with this twofold memory: the memory of the past, of our dear ones that have gone, and the memory of the future, of the path we shall tread – with the certainty, the security; that certainty that issued from the lips of Jesus: “I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:40)

[image: scan0011][image: ]With my prayers and blessings,                                                                        



      Lawrence Pius, D.D.,
     Bishop of Dharmapuri




Bishop’s Calendar-November (2018)
	
 Date
	Time
	Place

	02.11.2018
(Friday)
	  9.30 am

	Mass at  Cemetery, Hosur

	04.11.2018
(Sunday)
	8.30 am
	Mass, SMMI Golden Jubilee, Cathedral

	06.11.2018
(Tuesday)
	9.30 am
	Clergy Recollection

	07.11.2018
(Wednesday)
	6.00 pm
	Aniversary Mass, Sion Spirituality Centre, Chennathur

	08.11.2018
(Thursday)
	 Full Day 
	Pastoral Course, Good Shepherd Seminary, Coimbatore

	09.11.2018
(Friday)
	10.30 am
	Executive Meeting, DSSS

	10.11.2018
(Saturday)
	10.00 am
	Sports Day, Don Bosco Matric Hr.Sec.School, Gundalapatti

	11.11.2018
(Sunday)
	7.00 am
	Mass, Elathagiri

	12.11.2018
(Monday)     To
15.11.2018
(Thursday)
	
	Personal Retreat, Kerala

	16.11.2018
(Friday)
	
	Ecumenical Meeting, Indore,M.P


	18.11.2018
(Sunday)
	8.30 am
	Mass, Golden Jubilee of Cathedral

	23.11.2018
(Friday)        &
24.11.2018
(Saturday
	
	Seminar on “Amoris Laetitia”, Dharmaram College Bangalore

	 25.11.2018
(Sunday)
	5.00 pm
	Feast Day Mass, Palacode

	26.11.2018
(Monday)
	6.30 pm
	Mass, Retreat, Sogathur


Papal Intention
Universal: In the Service of Peace 
That the language of love and dialogue may always prevail over the language of conflict.
Clergy Recollection

· Clergy Monthly Recollection for the month of November will be 6th at Bishop’s house. There will be requiem mass followed by cemetery blessing.
· There will be Christmas gathering and monthly recollection in the month of December on 11th (Tuesday) in the Diocesan Pastoral Centre.
From Bishop’s Desk
1. All Saints’ Day: The Church dedicates a day in the liturgical calendar to venerate all the saints. Let us as we thank the Lord for such numerous models, strive our best to imitate the best qualities that each saint excelled in and try in every best way possible, with the grace of God, to trace the path that they tread. Let us pray for their intercession that they may assist us in our efforts to lead lives worthy of our calling.
2. All Souls’ Day: It is obvious that we pray for our closest relatives who have passed away, those who have departed from this world recently. Let us enlarge the circle and include all the dead especially those for whom there is no one to pray. Let us remember to offer masses for the dead and make it a point to visit the cemeteries and pray for them.
3. Mission Sunday Collections: This is to remind you of the Mission Sunday collections. Congratulations to all of you for arranging for a meaningful celebration of the liturgy on the Mission Sunday and for making efforts for a special collection for the missions. Please make sure that you remit the amount collected for this purpose at the earliest to the Diocesan Procurator so that it can be forwarded to the Pontifical Missions Office without delay.
CRI
New Secretary for CRI, Dharmapuri: Sr.Leema Rose FSM, St.Clare’s Convent, Krishnagiri.
Diocesan Development Fund – October,2018
 
Carried Forward	                       - Rs 11,45,403.00.00

	S.No
	Name
	Amount

	1. 
	Viswasampatti, Aug. – Oct.
	1,000.00

	2. 
	Palacode, Aug. – Oct.
	3,000.00

	3. 
	Kaveripatinam, Apr. – Sep.
	1,440.00

	4. 
	Harur, Feb. – Sep.
	3,063.00

	5. 
	Pochampalli Mission, May – Sept.
	635.00

	6. 
	Nellimaruthupatti, Jul.– Aug.
	985.00

	7. 
	Shoolagiri, Sep.
	1,000.00

	8. 
	Kandikuppam, Sep.
	6,400.00

	9. 
	Adaikalapuram, Sep.
	4,450.00

	10. 
	Dharmapuri, Sep.
	17,000.00

	TOTAL
	38,973.00

	Grand Total
	11,84,376.00


Surplus Mass – October, 2018

	No
	Name
	Amount

	1. 
	Fr.J. Arockiasamy, Dharmapuri  	300 X 120
	36,000.00

	2. 
	Fr. Mariappan, Pushpagiri       	50 X 100
	5,000.00

	3. 
	Fr. K. Lourdusamy, Sundampatti   	35 X 120
	4,200.00

	4. 
	Fr. Susairaj, Krishnagiri           	220 X 100
	22,000.00

	TOTAL
	67,200.00


Seminarian’s Corpus Fund –October, 2018

Carried Forward	                                     Rs.28,80,806.00
	S.
No.
	Name
	Month
	Amount

	1. 
	Fr. Arul Raj,SIPCOT, Bination mass 
 10 x 120
	Aug. & Sep.
	2,400.00

	2. 
	Mr. Barthelomeo, Dharmapuri
	Oct.
	1,000.00

	3. 
	Mr. Peter, Krishnagiri
	Sept & Oct.
	4,000.00

	4. 
	Mrs. Regina Jacob, Krishnagiri
	Oct.
	1,000.00

	5. 
	Mrs. Isbella Rani, Krishnagiri
	Oct.
	1,000.00

	6. 
	Mr. Melvin/Ms. Selvi Shalini, Krishnagiri
	Oct.
	1,000.00

	7. 
	Mrs. Clara, Krishnagiri
	Oct.
	1,000.00

	8. 
	Mr. Joseph / Mrs. Maria, SIPCOT
	Nov.
	1,000.00

	9. 
	Mr. Arockiaraj  / Mrs. Josphine, SIPCOT
	Nov.
	1,000.00

	10. 
	Ms. Selvi / Evalyin Rodrigues, SIPCOT
	Nov.
	500.00

	11. 
	Mrs. Eugin Raja, SIPCOT
	Nov.
	100.00

	12. 
	Mr. Samsung, SIPCOT
	Nov.
	400.00

	
	                                                TOTAL                               
	
	14,400.00

	
	                                   GRAND TOTAL
	
	28,95,206.00


Cathedral Construction Fund- October, 2018
Carried Forward		                -        Rs. 78,87,520.00
								
	No
	DATE
	DONOR
	AMOUNT

	1
	2018  Sept 24
	Sacred Heart Convent, HOSUR
	30,000

	2
	2018  Oct 04
	Fr. Arulsamy    SHOOLAGIRI
	7,800 

	3
	2018  Oct 04
	Ms. Rithvika, D/o Mr.Ashok      UTHANGARAI
	10,000 

	4
	2018  Oct 06
	Mr. E, Saminathan  CHENNAI
	50,000

	5
	2018  Oct 06
	Mr. Ezhil Rose Prasanna  CHENNAI
	50,000

	6
	2018  Oct 06
	Fr. Ambrose  V. G.  Bishop's House
	3,000 

	7
	2018  Oct 11
	Fr. Madalaimuthu KANDIKUPPAM
	60,000 

	8
	2018  Oct 20
	Fr. Arulsamy SHOOLAGIRI
	5,000 

	9
	2018  Oct 20
	Fr. Susairaj    KRISHNAGIRI 
	2,05,000 

	10
	2018  Oct 23
	Mr. Rayappan / Mrs. Verigina Christy    SIPCOT
	5,000

	11
	2018  Oct 23
	Mr. Susai / Mrs. Mary  SIPCOT
	1,000

	12
	2018  Oct 23
	Mr. J. Martin  SIPCOT
	3,000

	
	                                                       TOTAL
	3,49,800.00

	
	                                     GRAND TOTAL
	82,37,320.00



Mission Sunday Collection-2017
	SELF-SUFFICIANT PARISHES

	S.No.
	PARISHES
	PLACE
	AMOUNT

	1
	Sacred Heart Cathedral
	DHARMAPURI
	360,500

	2
	Sacred Heart Church
	HOSUR
	360,000

	3
	Our Lady Of Lourdes Church
	SIPCOT
	325,050

	4
	Our Lady Of Fathima Shrine
	KRISHNAGIRI
	272,000

	5
	Our Lady Of Refuge Church
	ELATHAGIRI
	100,000 

	6
	St. Theresa'S Church
	DIVINE NAGAR
	95,000 

	7
	Vinnarasi Church
	KANDIKUPPAM
	18,880 

	8
	Our Lady Of Health Church
	MATHIGIRI
	15,600

	 
	TOTAL
	 
	1547030.00

	
	
	
	

	SEMI-DEPENDENT PARISHES

	Sl.No.
	PARISHES
	PLACE
	AMOUNT

	1
	Infant Jesus Church
	SELLIAMPATTY
	60,630

	2
	St. Antony'S Church
	SUNDAMPATTI
	60,011

	3
	Little Flower Church
	DENKANIKOTTI
	50,000

	4
	Imm. Conception Church
	CHARISTUPALAYAM
	42,372

	5
	John De Britto Church
	SESURAJAPURAM
	40,000

	6
	St. Mary'S Church
	KADAGATHUR
	26,000

	7
	St. Xavier'S Church
	KOVILUR
	25,010

	8
	Christ The King Church
	DASARAPALLI
	24,022

	9
	Sacred Heart Church
	MATHAGONDAPALLI
	22,040

	10
	Our Lady Of Mt.Carmel Church
	THENKARAIKOTTAI
	20,002

	11
	St. Mary'S Church
	ADAIKALAPURAM
	19,980

	12
	St. Joseph'S Church
	KATHANPALAM
	18,000

	13
	St. Theresa Of Child Jesus Church
	PUSHPAGIRI
	10,000

	14
	Our Lady Of Mt. Carmel Church
	B.PALLIPATTI
	8,000

	15
	St. Francis Xavier Church
	KETHANAHALLI
	5,000

	16
	St. Antony'S Church
	BOMMIDI
	4,000

	17
	St. Antony'S Church
	UTHANKARAI
	4,000

	18
	Our Lady Of Lourdes Church
	VISUVASAMPATTI
	4,000

	19
	Sacred Heart Church
	HARUR
	1,100

	 
	TOTAL
	 
	444167.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	MISSION PARISHES

	Sl.No.
	PARISHES
	PLACE
	AMOUNT

	1
	Christhu Arasar Church
	PALACODE
	42,000

	2
	Our Lady Of Lourdes Church
	AVERIPALLI
	30,500

	3
	Sacred Heart Church
	KELAMANGALAM
	15,810

	4
	Shanthi Matha Church
	KAVERIPATTINAM
	9,612

	5
	Our Lady Of Lourdes Church
	SOLLEPURAM
	9,200

	6
	Sagayamatha Church
	ONNALVADI
	9,000

	7
	Our Lady of LourdesChurch
	NELLIMARATHUPATTI
	7,000

	8
	Annai Velankanni Church
	SHOOLAGIRI
	6,775

	9
	Sagayamatha Church
	BAGALUR
	5,100

	10
	St. Mary'S Church
	RAYAKOTTA
	5,000

	11
	St. Sebastian'S Church
	POOLAPATTI
	4,000

	12
	St. Antony'S Church
	BARGUR
	3,000

	13
	Our Lady Of Velankanni Church
	PAPPIREDDIPATTI
	2,000

	14
	Annai Velankanni Church
	POCHAMPALLI 
	2,000

	15
	Sacred Heart Church
	VEPPAMPATTY
	2,000

	16
	St. Mary'S Church
	BILIGUNDU 
	1,000

	17
	Our Lady Of Falls Church
	HOGENAKAL
	1,000

	 
	TOTAL
	 
	154997.00

	DIOCESAN INSTITUTIONS

	S.No.
	PARISHES
	PLACE
	AMOUNT

	1
	Don Bosco Mat.Hr.Sec.School
	DHARMAPURI
	58,000

	2
	Don Bosco Mat.Hr.Sec.School
	KRISHNAGIRI
	57,000

	3
	Sacred Heart High School
	SELLIMPATTI
	33,000

	4
	John Britto Hr. Sec. School
	ANAND NAGAR
	32,000

	5
	St. Antony'S Hr. Sec. School-
	ELATHAGIRI
	21,000

	6
	St. Colette Hostel-
	ANAND NAGAR
	20,000

	7
	St. Joseph'S Hr. Sec. School-
	SESURAJAPURAM
	18,000

	8
	St. Aloysius Hostel
	ELATHAGIRI
	15,000

	9
	St. Thomas Home For Children
	KOVILUR
	3,000

	10
	Pudhu Vazhvu Sirvar Illam
	HARUR
	 

	11
	R. C. Fathima Boys' High School
	KRISHNAGIRI
	 

	12
	R. C. Fathima Pri.School
	KRISHNAGIRI
	 

	13
	St. John'Shigh School
	KOVILUR
	 

	14
	St. Mary'S Pry. School
	CHARISTUPALAYAM
	 

	15
	St. Xavier'S Middle School
	KANDIKUPPAM
	 

	 
	TOTAL
	 
	257,000

	SUB STATION PARISHES

	1
	Vannathu Chinnapar Church
	DINNUR
	19,710

	2
	St. Antony'S Church
	KOTHANUR
	5,115

	 
	TOTAL
	 
	24825.00

	RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

	Sl.NO.
	PARISHES
	PLACE
	AMOUNT

	1
	John Bosco Nursery School
	HOSUR
	30,000

	2
	F S M St. Anne'S Girls Hr. Sec. School
	KRISHNAGIRI
	20,000

	4
	Gonzaga Convent
	ELATHAGIRI
	17,000

	5
	F S M St. Anne'S Nur. & Pry. School
	KRISHNAGIRI
	15,000

	6
	John Bosco Girls Hr. Sec. School
	HOSUR
	15,000

	7
	John Bosco Primary School
	HOSUR
	10,500

	8
	F S M St. Anne'S Aided Pri. School
	KRISHNAGIRI
	10,000

	9
	F S M St. Clare'S Hospital & Community
	KRISHNAGIRI
	10,000

	10
	Mariyalaya
	SOGATHUR
	10,000

	11
	F S M Our Lady'S Hr. Sec. School
	MADAGONDAPALLI
	8,000

	13
	F S M Francis Convent
	ELTHAGIRI
	5,000

	14
	F S M Our Lady'S Convent
	MADAGONDAPALLI
	5,000

	15
	F S M St. Clare'S Convent School Community
	KRISHNAGIRI
	5,000

	16
	Fathima Convent
	MATHIGIRI
	5,000

	17
	Srs. Of The Queen Of The Apostles
	KOVILUR
	4,000

	18
	F S M Our Lady'S Primary School
	MADAGONDAPALLI
	3,000

	19
	St. Thomas Hostel
	KRISHNAGIRI
	3,000

	20
	St. Joseph'S High School
	THENKARAIKOTTAI
	2,002

	21
	Imm. Heart Of Mary Convent
	KRISHNAGIRI
	2,000

	22
	R. C. Primary School
	SELLIAMPATTI
	1,500

	23
	Clunny Convent
	SELLIAMPATTI
	1,000

	24
	I H M Imm. Heart Of Mary Convent
	KOVILUR
	1,000

	25
	Lourdu Madha Convent
	VISUVASAMPATTI
	1,000

	26
	Mary Ward Sisters, Mittapalli
	MITTARAPALLI
	1,000

	27
	Notre Dam Acadamy
	POCHAMPALLI
	1,000

	28
	Bethlamite Convent                         Sisters
	NELLIMARATHUPATTI
	1,000

	29
	St. Anne'S Matric. School
	BAGALUR
	1,000

	30
	St, Mary'S School, K. Pudur
	PENNAGARAM
	1,000

	31
	Mercidarian Sisters
	DASARAPALLI
	1,000

	32
	Indra Gandhi Home For Children
	MADAGONDAPALLI
	800

	33
	St. Joseph'S Primary School
	THENKARAIKOTTAI
	505

	34
	St. Louis Convent
	THENKARAIKOTTAI
	505

	35
	Lourdu Madha Nur.& Pri.School
	VISUVASAMPATTI
	500

	36
	Notre Dam Convent
	POCHAMPALLI
	500

	37
	St. Joseph'S Of Tarbs
	 
	500

	 
	TOTAL
	 
	1,93,312.00

	

	38
	Amala School
	VIMALAPURI
	 
	 

	39
	C I C Convent
	KANDIKUPPAM
	 
	 

	40
	Carmel Retreat Centre
	SOGATHUR
	 
	

	41
	Destitute Sisters
	CHENNATHUR
	 
	

	42
	Don Bosco Mission - College 
	DHARMAPURI
	 
	

	43
	F S M Francis Home
	ELTHAGIRI
	 
	 

	44
	F S M Sisters, Arulagam Convent
	ANAND NAGAR
	 
	 

	45
	F S M Sisters, Arulagam Home For Girls
	ANAND NAGAR
	 
	 

	46
	F S M St. Anne'S Hospital
	ELTHAGIRI
	 
	 

	47
	F S M St. Joseph'S Hostel
	ELTHAGIRI
	 
	 

	48
	F S M St. Louis Hospital
	KRISHNAGIRI
	 
	 

	49
	Gonzaga College Of Arts & Science
	ELATHAGIRI
	 
	 

	50
	Gonzaga Matric. Hr. Sec. School
	ELATHAGIRI
	 
	 

	51
	Gonzaga Mahizham Hostel
	ELATHAGIRI
	 
	 

	52
	I H M Imm. Heart Of Mary Convent
	SESURAJAPURAM
	 
	 

	53
	I H M Morning Star Dispensary
	SESURAJAPURAM
	 
	 

	54
	Koinonia John Th Baptist
	PUSHPAGIRI
	 
	 

	55
	S M M I Amala Convent
	VIMALAPURI
	 
	 

	56
	S M M I Amala Hr. Sec. School
	VIMALAPURI
	 
	 

	57
	Salesian Sisters Society
	CHENNAI
	 
	 

	58
	Servite Sisters -St Joseph'S School
	DENKANIKOTTAI
	 
	 

	59
	Sr. Supria S R A
	KOVILUR
	 
	 

	60
	St. Aloysius Gonzaga Convent-
	HARUR
	 
	 

	61
	St. Joseph'S Arts & Sci.College For Women
	SIPCOT
	 
	 

	62
	St. Joseph'S Matric. High School
	SIPCOT
	 
	 

	63
	St. Joseph'S Matric. Hr. Sec. School
	SIPCOT
	 
	 

	64
	St. Joseph'S Of Cluny
	PALACODE
	 
	

	65
	St. Lucy'S Matric Hr. Sec. School
	PALACODE
	 
	

	66
	St. Mary'S Convent
	SHOOLAGIRI
	 
	

	67
	Holy Angels Home
	SUNDAMPATTI
	 
	

	68
	Salesian Sisters Society-Mariayalaya
	DHARMAPURI
	 
	

	69
	St. Joseph'S Primary School
	THENKARAIKOTTAI
	 
	

	70
	St. Anne'S English School - Gonzaga Sisters
	HARUR
	 
	

	71
	St. Anne'S Madras
	SITHERI HILLS
	 
	

	72
	Mother Superior
	ELATHAGIRI
	 
	

	73
	St. John'S Primary School-
	KOVILUR
	 
	

	74
	Auxilium Matric Girls Hr Sec School
	SOGATHUR
	 
	

	75
	Central Council Of Vincent De Paul
	DHARMAPURI 
	 
	

	76
	Augustinian Missiionary Sisters
	ONNALVADI
	 
	

	77
	Hand Maids Of Mary, Pushpagiri Convent
	SHOOLAGIRI
	 
	

	78
	Sisters Of St. Anne, Chennai
	KOVILUR
	 
	

	38
	Amala School
	VIMALAPURI
	 
	 

	 
	
 
	GRAND TOTAL
	26,21,331.00


MEDICAL FUND-2018
	

	No.
	DONOR
	MONTH
	AMOUNT

	1
	Miss Saramma K. Manager & Correspondent,
St. Paul’s Edu. & Charitable Trust
Don Bosco Matric School, CHENNAI.
	Sept.
	2,00,000

	2
	Parish Priest,  KRISHNAGIRI
	Oct. 
	5,000

	3
	Parish Priest,  BAGALUR
	Oct. 
	4,000

	4
	Parish Priest,  KOVILUR
	Oct. 
	5,000

	5
	Parish Priest,  THENKARAIKOTTAI
	Oct. 
	3,000

	6
	Parish Priest,  DIVINE NAGAR
	Oct. 
	8,000

	7
	Mr. Antony Raj   Besant Nagar, CHENNAI                                  
	Oct. 
	10,000

	8
	Parish Priest,  KATHAMPALAM
	Oct. 
	5,000

	9
	Fr. Director, Carmel Retreat Centre,SOGATHUR
	Oct. 
	9,000

	10
	Parish Priest, B. Pallipatti
	Oct. 
	5,000

	11
	Sr. Superior,   Marialaya, DHARMAPURI                                
	Oct. 
	5,000

	12
	Parish Priest,  KANDIKUPPAM
	Oct. 
	5,000

	13
	Parish Priest,  POOLAPATTI
	Oct. 
	3,000

	14
	Fr. Director     Cana Retreat Centre, KANDIKUPPAM
	Oct. 
	5,000

	15
	Fr. Principal, Don Bosco Mat. Hr. Sec. School,  KRISHNAGIRI
	Oct. 
	7,500

	16
	Ashok Leyland Workers & Staff                   Sacred Heart Church, HOSUR
	Oct. 
	5,000

	17
	Parish Priest, SHOOLAGIRI
	Oct. 
	3,000

	18
	Parish Priest, PAPPIREDDYPATTI
	Oct. 
	3,000

	19
	Parish Priest, DENKANIKOTTAI
	Oct. 
	5,000

	20
	Parish Priest, PUSHPAGIRI
	Oct. 
	5,000

	21
	Fr. Naveen   Koinania, KRISHNAGIRI
	Oct. 
	5,000

	22
	Mr. Krishnan  10-108-2, Thru. V. Ka. Nagar, HARUR
	Oct. 
	5,000

	23
	Parish Priest, HARUR
	Oct. 
	3,000

	24
	Mr. Ramesh   Sacred Heart Church, HOSUR                          
	Oct. 
	10,000

	 
	TOTAL
	 
	3,23,500


Rev. Fr. R. Adiruben,
Procurator




News from the DSSS
jypj; fpwp];jtHtpLjiyQhapW etk;gH 11> 2018

md;ghdmUl;gzpahsHfNs! mUl;rNfhjhpfNs! ,iwkf;fNs! 

jUkGupkiwkhtl;lSC/STgzpf;FOtpd; rhHghfcq;fs; midtUf;Fk; gzpthdtho;j;Jf;fs;! 

ek;gpf;iff;Fr; rhd;whdfe;jkhy; tpRthrpfspd; 10-tJ rhl;rpa Mz;il ikakhff; nfhz;L>jkpofMaHNguittUfpd;w etk;gh; 11>2018 Qhapw;Wf; fpoikia jypj; fpwp];jt tpLjiy Qhapwhfrpwg;gpf;fpd;wJ. ,d;iwa ,e;jpar; #oypy; jypj; kf;fSf;nfjpuhd td;nfhLikfs; mjpfhpj;Jf; nfhz;bUf;fpd;wd. jkpofr; #oypy; nfsutf; nfhiyfs;> NjH vhpg;Gfs;> gpsit tsHf;Fk; RtHfs; vdgy;NtWmbikj;jdj;jpd; nray;fs; md;whlepfo;Tfshfpd;wd. 

,e;epiyapy; xt;nthUkdpjdpYk; ,iwr; nraiyf; fhzTk;> vy;yh kdpjHfspd; rkchpikiaepiy ehl;Ltjpy; MHtj;NjhL mjw;fhfMty; nfhs;sTk;>ekJgq;Fjsq;fspy; vt;tpj NtWghLkpd;wp rkepiyapy; midtiuAk; elj;jp kjpf;fTk;>fhyq;fhykhftQ;rpf;fg;gl;l kf;fspd; Nfhhpf;ifahfpa rkak; khwpa jypj; fpwp];jtHfis SCgl;baypy; NrHf;f muir typAWj;jTk;> me;j Nghuhl;lj;jpy; ekJ epahakhd gq;fspg;igjhuhskhff; nfhLf;fTk; ,e;ehspy; jypj; fpwp];jtH tpLjiyQhapiw mHj;jKs;s Kiwapy; nfhz;lhl kiwkhtl;l Mahpd; rhHghfTk;> SC/ST gzpf;FOtpd; rhHghfmd;NghL Nfl;Lf; nfhs;fpNwd;. 

QhapWtopghl;Lf;fhdFwpg;GfSk;>Rtnuhl;bfSk; tUfpd;w etk;gH khjk; 6-Mk; Njjp FUf;fSf;fhd khjhe;jpu $l;lj;jpy; toq;fg;gLk;.

NkYk; fj;Njhypf;fjypj; khzt khztpfSf;F njhopw;fy;tpf;fhd Cf;f cjtpj;njhif tpz;zg;gg ;gbtj;ij gzpafj;jpy; g+Hj;jpnra;JjUkhWmd;NghLNfl;Lf;nfhs;fpNwhk;. 
fy;tpj; jFjp:
(Nursing, B Pharm / BPT, TTC / DTE, Polytechnic, ITI, DMLT/ MPHW, Pre-School Training, D Cater B Ed)

mUs;gzp.MH.N[Rjh];
nrayH>SC/STgzpf;FO.
INVITATION: EC, Meeting at DSSS on 09.11.2018
Dear fathers and members of DSSS’ executive committee, 
I have a great honour to extend a cordial invitation for the DSSS’ executive committee meeting which will be held on 09.11.2018 at 10:30 am in DSSS campus.
Fr.Jesudass.R
Director-DSSS


News from the Pastoral Centre
CCBI – LAITY CONFERENCE AT MUMBAI
	
National Laity Conference was organized by CCBI in Mubai at the Shrine of Mount Mary, Bandra from September 29th to 2nd of October 2018.
	The Director of the Laity commission and a laity member from every Diocese of India were the invitees from all over India 89 participants took part in the conference. In it 19 were from Tamil Nadu region. From Dharmapuri Diocese         Fr. Maria Joseph.K Secretary Laity Commission and a laity member Mr. A.Cyril Victor from Dharmapuri parish attended the conference.
	The Theme of the conference was “The Role and Mission of the laity in the multi-religious context of India”.
	The inaugural Eucharist was offered by Cardinal Oswald Gracias and in the following days Archbishop Peter Machado, Bp. Barthol Barreho, Bp. John Rodrigues and Bp. Gerald celebrated the Eucharist and shared their views about the role of the laity in the Church and showered their blessings abundantly upon us.
	We had wonderful, meaningful and useful sessions in the conference about
•Priestly – laity collaboration in ministry
•Pasturing laity in the modern world
•Challenges of living an authentic Christian life in the present Indian context and
•Empowering the laity woman.
In India we have one Catholic clergy for every 650 Catholics and in the world one clergy for every 2500 Catholics. So in order to Pastor the Faithful the church today needs the Laity. And we have to strengthen the lay faithful to be committed disciples of Christ. For that we need to invite and motivate the laity to be authentic witness to the Gospel by their exemplary way of life in their personal, family, professional and public life.
The following resolutions were declared to be practiced for the next year.
1.To bridge the gap between the clergy and the laity
2.Vision and Mission of the laity council
3.Training to be implemented in all diocese and Regions.
4.Annual conference to be conducted.
5.Encourage Catholics to join UPSC/State Service and in Politics.
6.Quick national response to situation (when attack on church)
	In gist the Laity Conference was thought provoking, inspiring, motivating and if lightened our heart and soul to be a good clergy or laity in the Diocese of Dharmapuri in its hard and good times.
	We sincerely submit our heartfelt gratitude to our Bishop Rt.Rev.Dr. Lawrence Pius, D.D., for giving us an opportunity to participate in the National LAITY CONFERENCE at Mumbai.
-	Report by Mr. Cyril Victor, BCO (Education)
Laity Commission, Dharmapuri Parish	

ïªâa Ma® nguit  FL«gey gÂ¡FG

	FL«gey gÂ¡FGÉ‹ njáa msÉyhd T£l« m¡nlhg® khj« 1 Kjš 3 M« njâ tiu ntsh§f©Â âahd ïšy¤âš eilbg‰wJ. nfhit kiwkht£l Ma® nkjF jhkÞ m¡ÉdhÞ mt®fS« jUkòÇ kiwkht£l Ma® nkjF yhu‹Þ gaÞ mt®fS« fyªJbfh©ld®. nfhit Ma® mt®fŸ âU¥gÈ Ãiwnt‰¿ Jt¡»it¤J áw¥òiuah‰¿dh®. ïªâahÉ‹ khÃy§fËYŸs FU¡fŸ 120 ng® fyªJbfh©ld®. j§fŸ kiwkht£l¤âš eilbg‰w Ãfœ¢áfis m¿¡ifahf thá¤jd®. tl¡F, tlnk‰F, tl»H¡F khÃy§fŸ, Xorh, #h®f©£, t§fhs«, kfhuhZou«, k¤âa¥ ãunjr«, nkfyah, Mªâuh, f®ehlfh, nfush, jÄœehL M»a khÃy¤ij¢ nr®ªj mUŸjªija®fŸ, f‹Åa®fŸ, fyªJbfh©L áw¥ã¤jd®. 3M« njâ khiy 4.00 kÂ¡F mUŸjªij Äšl‹ mt®fË‹ e‹¿íiuíl‹ T£l« Ãiwîbg‰wJ.
Fr.K.Maria Joseph,
Pastoral Centre Director
Information from Bishop Devadass Ambrose
With great sadness I inform you that, effective immediately, Rev.Fr.Anthony Balthasar who is serving as the Parish Priest of Mandalakottai in the Diocese of Thanjavur, after consulting the College of Consulters, is suspended from all acts of the power of Order and governance in accordance with CIC, c.1333$1#1,2,3.
This action is taken after seeing that the charges leveled against Rev.Fr.Anthony Balthasar are serious, scandalous and his imprudent behavior has caused grave scandal and bad name for the Catholic Church and the Diocese of Thanjavur.
A Decree has been issued on 29.09.2018 preventing him from celebrating mass and other sacraments with immediate effect.
· Most Rev.Dr.M.Devadass Ambrose,
Bishop of Thanjavur
Vatican News Update 
Francis calls for 'permanent catechumenate' for married couples
Sep 27, 2018 - 10:42 am .- Pope Francis has stressed the need for ongoing formation for couples, before and after marriage, saying that even the basic teachings of the Church “could not be taken for granted.” The pope spoke in an address to participants in a recent course on marriage and family life held in Rome.
Archbishop McCarrick to lead life of prayer, penance at Kansas friary
Sep 28, 2018 - 10:01 am .- Archbishop Theodore McCarrick has begun his life of prayer and penance at St. Fidelis Capuchin Friary in Victoria, Kansas, according to statements from the Diocese of Salina and the Archdiocese of Washington.
Pope Francis: Pray the rosary daily for Church's protection from Satan
Sep 29, 2018 - 08:23 am .- Pope Francis has asked all Catholics to pray the rosary daily during the month of October, asking Mary and St. Michael the Archangel to intercede for the protection of the Church in a moment of “spiritual turbulence.”
For Austrian cardinal, female deacons an 'open question'
Sep 29, 2018 - 08:57 am .- Cardinal Christoph Schönborn has said that in his view, whether the Church could ordain women as deacons remains an “open question.”
Study finds increases in gold price increase sex-selective abortions in India
Sep 29, 2018 - 03:01 pm .- A study from the University of Essex has found a link between the global price of gold and the survival rate for Indian baby girls. Monthly increases in the price of gold between 1972-2005, the study argues, led to girls being more likely to be aborted, die in the first month of life, or suffer from stunted growth.
Pope: Be open to the good, wherever it comes from
Sep 30, 2018 - 08:19 am .- Pope Francis advised Sunday that we be open to the good, regardless of whether it comes from someone outside our own “circle”.
Monegasque princess removed from British line of succession for becoming Catholic
Oct 1, 2018 - 12:29 pm .- Princess Alexandra of Hanover, a member of the royal family of Monaco, has reportedly been removed from her distant place in the British line of succession after having become a Catholic.
California governor vetoes campus ‘abortion pill’ law
Oct 1, 2018 - 02:00 pm .- California Gov. Jerry Brown (D) vetoed a bill Sunday that would have mandated that public universities in the state offer abortion inducing “medication” through campus student health centers starting in 2022.
English, Welsh bishops focus on joy in ad limina reflections
Oct 2, 2018 - 03:21 pm .- The bishops of England and Wales held their five-yearly ad limina visit to the Holy Father last week, at which Pope Francis encouraged them to live the faith joyfully.
Pope Francis calls for a youth synod 'anointed by hope'
Oct 3, 2018 - 04:02 am .- Pope Francis began the Synod on young people Oct. 3 with a homily calling for the Holy Spirit to renew hope and dynamism in the Church.
Pope invites bishops to be open to new opinions during synod
Oct 3, 2018 - 10:39 am .- Pope Francis Wednesday told those bishops and auditors who will be giving short speeches – called “interventions” – at the youth synod, they should feel free to change them up as the dialogue proceeds.
Youth synod bishop: The world is rich in technology & poor in principles
Oct 4, 2018 - 10:00 am .- A Polish archbishop participating in the Vatican synod on youth said Thursday that today’s young people have benefited from technological progress, but face a world that is “poorer in principles.”  Archbishop Stanisław Gądecki of Poznan discussed technology and ethics during his homily at an Oct.4 Mass celebrated at the tomb of St. John Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
Church's youngest cardinal points youth synod to God's word
Oct 6, 2018 - 10:10 am .- The Church’s youngest cardinal said Saturday that the Word of God must be the central point of the Church’s message to young people.
Pope Francis: Lasting marriage needs self-gift and Christ's grace
Oct 7, 2018 - 05:05 am .- A married couple striving to faithfully live out their life-long commitment to each other, need both God’s grace and love that is anchored in self-gift, Pope Francis said Sunday.
Pope Francis: Abortion is like hiring a hitman
Oct 10, 2018 - 04:04 am .- In his general audience Wednesday, Pope Francis said that abortion “suppresses innocent and helpless life in its blossoming.” “Is it right to take a human life to solve a problem? It's like hiring a hitman,” Pope Francis said in St. Peter’s Square Oct. 10, in a departure from his prepared remarks.
Francis: St John Paul II underlined priority of obeying God’s will
Oct 10, 2018 - 05:02 pm .- Pope Francis recalled the legacy of St. John Paul II Wednesday, meeting at the Vatican with pilgrims from the Archdiocese of Kraków.
Blessed Oscar Romero's legacy of charity in El Salvador
Oct 11, 2018 - 03:01 am .- Oscar Arnulfo Romero y Galdamez, better known as Blessed Oscar Romero, once said that if El Salvador’s military oppressors killed him, he would “arise in the Salvadoran people.”
Bishop Barron at Synod of Bishops: Young people are ‘hungry for mission’
Oct 12, 2018 - 10:17 am .- Young people are “hungry for mission,” Bishop Robert Barron said Friday during the 2018 Synod of Bishops, convened to discuss young people, the faith, and vocational discernment.
The Seven in Heaven: Meet the new saints to be canonized this weekend
Oct 13, 2018 - 06:00 am .- Meet the seven people Pope Francis will officially recognize as saints of the Catholic Church on Sunday.
Pope Francis at canonization Mass: 'Jesus is radical'
Oct 14, 2018 - 05:19 am .- "Jesus is radical,” Pope Francis said in his homily at the canonization of Pope Paul VI, Oscar Romero, and five other new saints. “He gives all and he asks all: he gives a love that is total and asks for an undivided heart,” the pope told the pilgrims gathered in St. Peter’s Square Oct. 14.
Radical feminists attack church and town hall in Argentina
Oct 16, 2018 - 03:30 pm .- Radical feminists firebombed a town hall and spray painted a Catholic Church among other attacks during a women’s conference held in Argentina’s Patagonia region this weekend.
In fight against hunger, Pope says ‘beautiful words’ must lead to collective action
Oct 16, 2018 - 05:00 pm .- Feeding the hungry requires combined action and political will to provide real help for the poor, Pope Francis has said.
Pope Francis: To hate is to kill in the heart
Oct 17, 2018 - 03:22 am .- A person may not have killed someone, but if they are angry or have hate toward another person, it is like they have killed him or her in their heart, Pope Francis said Wednesday.
Pope tells seminarians to report abuse ‘immediately’
Oct 17, 2018 - 12:30 pm .- Pope Francis told a group of Italian seminarians to report immediately to their bishop if they ever see or suspect any kind abuse, sexual or otherwise, on the part of a priest.
Pope Francis & South Korean president pray for peace
Oct 18, 2018 - 09:45 am .- South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in met with Pope Francis today after praying for peace on the Korean peninsula in St. Peter’s Basilica. The visit marked the 55th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Seoul and the Vatican.
Nepal says 'no' to online porn
Oct 19, 2018 - 07:10 pm .- Nepal has introduced a ban on pornography as part of a government initiative to stem the country’s high rate of sexual assault.
How St. John Paul II began his papacy, 40 years ago
Oct 21, 2018 - 04:00 am .- St. John Paul II used the occasion of his first homily as pope to offer a fervent prayer that God would make him, first and foremost, a servant.
Christ's throne is the cross, Pope Francis says
Oct 21, 2018 - 05:24 am .- The throne of Jesus Christ is the cross upon which he gave his life for the world, and those who wish to follow him must be prepared to sacrifice everything, Pope Francis said Sunday.
Cardinal Parolin: For Paul VI, ‘Humanae vitae’ had to be pastoral
Oct 22, 2018 - 04:00 pm .- When drafting Humanae vitae, Pope St. Paul VI showed pastoral concern while emphasizing doctrinal clarity, the Vatican’s secretary of state said Oct. 18
Priest and key witness in nun rape case found dead
Oct 23, 2018 - 12:00 am .- A priest who had been a key witness in the charge of rape against Bishop Franco Mulakkal of Jullundur died Monday, prompting a police investigation into his death.
Pope Francis lauds wisdom of old age
Oct 23, 2018 - 01:01 pm .- Pope Francis spoke about the wisdom and knowledge of the faith older people can share with the young at a book presentation Tuesday.
Why Christians believe in resurrection, not reincarnation
Oct 24, 2018 - 03:01 am .- Every time Christians recite the Apostles’ Creed, they affirm their belief in what will happen to them after death: “'I believe in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.”
Pope Francis: Marriage prep should be more than a few parish meetings
Oct 24, 2018 - 03:57 am .- In his general audience Wednesday, Pope Francis said that engaged couples require “careful preparation” for the lifelong fidelity that marriage requires.
Pope Francis removes Bishop Holley as head of Memphis diocese
Oct 24, 2018 - 04:31 am .- Pope Francis Wednesday removed Bishop Martin D. Holley from the pastoral government of the Diocese of Memphis and appointed Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville to oversee the diocese until further notice.
Bishop Holley says 'revenge,' not ‘mismanagement’ led to his removal
Oct 25, 2018 - 02:53 pm .- One day after he was removed as head of the Diocese of Memphis, Bishop Martin Holley told CNA that he wants to be transparent about the reasons for his removal.
Cardinal Zen: The Vatican is badly mishandling China situation
Oct 26, 2018 - 12:00 am .- The recent agreement between the Vatican and China is a step towards the “annihilation” of the Catholic Church in China, Cardinal Joseph Zen, former bishop of Hong Kong, wrote in a New York Times op-ed published on Wednesday.
Study finds increases in gold price increase sex-selective abortions in India

New Delhi, India, Sep 29, 2018 / 03:01 pm (CNA/EWTN News).- A study from the University of Essex has found a link between the global price of gold and the survival rate for Indian baby girls. Monthly increases in the price of gold between 1972-2005, the study argues, led to girls being more likely to be aborted, die in the first month of life, or suffer from stunted growth.
The study also concluded that dowries are a major contributing factor to India’s gender imbalance. Sex-selective abortion, though illegal since 2015, has been widely practiced since the 1980s, and nationwide men outnumber women by nearly 37 million. There are also an estimated 21 million “unwanted” girls who have been born in the country.
“Our contribution is to provide what we believe is the first clear evidence of causal effects of dowry costs on son preferring behaviours,” said Sonia Bhalotra, a professor of economics and the author of the study.
Dowries are a transfer of parental property upon marriage of a daughter, a practice still widely found in India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, despite being illegal in India since 1961.
“While the original dowry payments acted as a pre-mortem bequest to daughters that afforded them post-marital financial protection, property rights over dowry are now often appropriated by the groom or his parents rather than retained by the bride,” the study states.
The study cites estimates that suggest a dowry may often be four to eight times a family’s annual household income, and that parents often have to start saving for a girl’s dowry as soon as she is born.
Gold, especially jewelry, is an integral part of Indian dowries. Gold prices are frequently reported in Indian media and are a regular topic of discussion, Bhalotra wrote in Quartz India.
The study found that from 1972 to 1985, an increase of approximately six percent in the monthly price of gold was accompanied by a six percent increase in deaths of baby girls, with no significant change in deaths of baby boys. Additionally women who survived to adulthood who were born during that time period were more likely to be less tall when they reach maturity, possibly due to nutritional deprivation early in life.
After 1985, when ultrasound scans became widely available, fewer girls were born in months of gold price inflation, suggesting that those children were being aborted rather than neglected at birth. Tests to determine the sex of a fetus have been illegal in India since 2015.
“We find that parents are consistently ‘eliminating’ girls early in life, but the pattern is that this is done soon after birth before 1985, and while the girl is in the womb after 1985,” Bhalotra said.
“[In 1994,] abortion clinics in Mumbai had posters with slogans such as 'Better pay 500 [rupees] now than 50,000 [rupees] later.' The 500 [rupees] is the cost of abortion and the 50,000 [rupees] refers to the future cost of dowry,” the author states.

The study found that after 1985, a 1 percent increase in the global price of gold led to an extra 33,000 “missing” female births each year.

Francis: St John Paul II underlined priority of obeying God’s will
Vatican City, Oct 10, 2018 / 05:02 pm (CNA).- Pope Francis recalled the legacy of St. John Paul II Wednesday, meeting at the Vatican with pilgrims from the Archdiocese of Kraków.
St. John Paul II “sought to ensure that the Church rose up as the guardian of the inalienable rights of man, of the family and of peoples, to be a sign of peace, justice and integral development for the entire human family,” the pope said Oct. 10 in the Paul VI Hall.
“At the same time, he always underlined the priority of grace and obedience to God’s will, before any human calculation.”
The pilgrimage is in thanksgiving for the life and papacy of St. John Paul II; the 40th anniversary of his election as Bishop of Rome will take place Oct. 16.
Born Karol Józef Wojtyła, St. John Paul II served the Archdiocese of Kraków as a priest, auxiliary bishop, and Ordinary before becoming pope.

“St. John Paul II enriched the universal Church with a great abundance of gifts, which for the most part he had inherited from the treasury of faith and holiness of your land and of your Church,” Pope Francis told the Cracovians.
“He carried in his heart and, so to say, in his flesh, the witness of the saints of Kraków: from Saint Stanislaus and Saint Jadwiga, Queen of Poland, to Saint Albert and Saint Faustina. From them he learned boundless devotion to God and the great sensitivity for every man; devotion and sensitivity that were manifested in his priestly, episcopal and papal ministry.”
The saint “received from God the great gift of knowing how to read the signs of the times in the light of the Gospel, and he made this fruitful to the benefit of the path of his people, of your people, who in their various sufferings have never lost faith in God or fidelity to their own culture, rooted in the Christian spirit,” Francis said.
It was in being faithful to these roots that St. John Paul II led the Church in guarding inalienable rights, he stated.
The pope said that St. John Paul II’s legacy is “a challenge to be faithful to Christ and to respond with joyful devotion to the call to holiness that the Lord addresses to each and every one of us, in our specific personal, family and social situation.”
“From heaven he accompanies your path: the families, the young and grandparents, priests, women religious and all consecrated persons; the most disadvantaged, the suffering. I too entrust myself with you to his intercession.”
Why Christians believe in resurrection, not reincarnation?
Denver, Colo., Oct 24, 2018 / 03:01 am (CNA).- Every time Christians recite the Apostles’ Creed, they affirm their belief in what will happen to them after death: “'I believe in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.”
The belief in the resurrection of one’s physical body at the end of time is central to Christian theology, and finds its basis in the resurrection of Christ, who rose in body and soul three days after his passion and death.
But according to a new Pew survey, 29 percent of Christians in the US hold the New Age belief of reincarnation - the belief that when one’s body dies, one’s soul lives on in a new and different body, unrelated to the first.
The percentage of Catholics in the US who said they believe in reincarnation was even higher - 36 percent; just shy of the 38 percent of religiously unaffiliated people who said they believe the same.
However, according to Catholic teaching, belief in anything other than the resurrection of the body is completely incompatible with a Christian theology and anthropology of the human person.
Where did the belief in resurrection come from?
Even before Christ, the belief that the body would rise at the end of time was becoming a more common, though not universally held, belief among certain groups of Jews, such as the Pharisees.
The Sadducees, for example, “were dubious about the authority to be given to the Prophets and other writings…(which included) skepticism about spiritual realities like the soul or even angels,”  said Deacon Joel Barstad, who serves as Academic Dean and associate professor of theology at Saint John Vianney Theological Seminary in Denver, Colorado.
“From New Testament evidence it would seem they were particularly hostile to the idea of a future resurrection of the dead,” he told CNA.  
“The Pharisees on the other hand believed in angels and spiritual souls and the general resurrection of the dead,” he said.
As they became more convinced of the “radical faithfulness of God,” he noted, belief in bodily resurrection took root, paving the way for the acceptance of the resurrection of Christ.
“The resurrection of Jesus from the dead confirmed that belief, but it also gave it a deep and solid foundation,” he said.
What does belief in resurrection mean for Christians?
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: “The ‘resurrection of the flesh’ (the literal formulation of the Apostles' Creed) means not only that the immortal soul will live on after death, but that even our ‘mortal body’ will come to life again. Belief in the resurrection of the dead has been an essential element of the Christian faith from its beginnings. ‘The confidence of Christians is the resurrection of the dead; believing this we live.’ How can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.... But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”
The Christian confidence in bodily resurrection comes from Christ himself, and the New Testament promise that salvation comes through follow Christ in everything, including his death and resurrection, Michael Root, a professor of Systematic Theology at The Catholic University of America, told CNA.
“Salvation is unity with Christ, Christ brings the kingdom of God, and that kingdom is realized in the resurrection,” Root said.
There is a great deal of “fuzziness of thinking” regarding death that many Christians hold besides reincarnation, Barstad added, such as believing that after death one dies and goes to heaven and stays there forever, rather than joining with their resurrected body at the end of time. “The vague notion that something called a soul or a spirit or a shade lingers after death in some kind of place or condition where it can be more or less happy is not Christian,” Barstad said. “A human soul without a body is a tragedy. Think about what a body is to the soul. It is the instrument, the nexus, the node, the vessel through which, by which, in which a soul establishes and sustains contact with reality,” he added.

A body, he said, has concretely experienced everything that a soul has gone through in its lifetime. It is the actual mode through which the soul has related to others. It makes that person who they are - the father of a particular son, or the daughter of a particular mother, the wife of a particular husband, or the friend of a particular person.
“A soul stripped completely of its body is literally nobody. Who cares whether such a nobody lives forever! A Christian is someone who wants to be this somebody...now and after death and unto the ages of ages. But for that to be possible, I'll need my body resurrected along with the bodies of everyone and everything I have a relationship with,” he said. “I have to die completely and be dissolved back into the dust from which I came; and then I have to be put back together again in a new kind of life,” he said. “The trouble is I would cease to exist at the midpoint of this process. Someone else has to hold me in being as I pass over from death to new life. Only because Christ loves me am I held in being, not just my soul, the nobody, but the somebody I am because I have this body.”
Why Christians should reject reincarnation
The two main reasons that a Christian should reject reincarnation is that it is opposed to the way of salvation offered by Christ, and because it goes against the nature of the human person, Root said.
“It contradicts the picture of salvation that we have in the New Testament, where our participation in Christ’s resurrection is what salvation is all about,” Root said, “and it gives us quite a different picture of what it is to be a human being - a disembodied self that isn’t related to any particular time.”
“Christianity takes very seriously that we are embodied beings, and any notion of reincarnation means that the real self only has a kind of accidental connection to any specific body, because you’ll go on to another body and another body and another body, and bodiliness ends up being kind of at best side point about who you are,” he said.
The belief in the resurrection is bound up with a Christian view of the human person, Root said, which is that a person will only ever have on particular body, and what happens in that particular body matters.
“There’s very little formal Catholic dogma about the resurrection details, but one that there is is that we will rise in the same body we now have. There’s no official definition of what ‘same’ is here, and there’s a big transformation, but nevertheless it is official Catholic dogma that we will rise in the body we now have,” he said.
The transformation of the body can be seen in the resurrected Christ who, once resurrected, was able to walk through walls, appear or disappear suddenly, and seemingly control who was able to recognize him, though he maintained his body, Root noted.
The Christian view of the human person also means that what happens with each person’s body matters. In the document “Jesus Christ: The Bearer of the Water of Life” by the Pontifical Councils for Culture and for Interreligious Dialogue, the Vatican said that belief in reincarnation is incompatible with Christianity because it denies the freedom and responsibility of persons who act through their bodies.
Reincarnation is “irreconcilable with the Christian belief that a human person is a distinct being, who lives one life, for which he or she is fully responsible: this understanding of the person puts into question both responsibility and freedom,” the document states. A Christian occupies a body, which is able to be judged for its sins, but is also able to participate in Christ’s redemptive work through its suffering, the Vatican noted.
“In bringing about the redemption through suffering, Christ has also raised human suffering to the level of the redemption. Thus each man in his suffering can also become a sharer in the redemptive suffering of Christ,” the document states.
Barstad noted that the New Age belief in reincarnation as something positive even contradicts most traditional religions that believe in reincarnation, such as Buddhism and Hinduism, which ultimately view reincarnation as something to be escaped.
“I am not aware of any robust doctrine of reincarnation, whether that of Western Platonists or Eastern Buddhists, that regards reincarnation of a soul as a good thing; maybe certain Hindus or a Stoic could see it as a benign cosmic necessity, like the physical laws governing the conservation of energy,” he said. “But certainly the deepest aspiration of Platonists and Buddhists is to dissolve the nexus of temporal, bodily relationships once and for all; that is, to dissolve the relationship to body so completely that no further embodiment is possible for that soul. The goal is for the soul to become completely and permanently nobody.”
The hope of the resurrection
Christian hope lies in the belief that Christ has conquered death, and Christians will be able to be known and loved fully as themselves in eternal life, which will include their resurrected bodies, Barstad said.
“(A) Christian wants to continue to exist as himself. He knows that he is loved by his Creator and Redeemer who wants him to exist always. Consequently, he can have the courage to love himself enough to want that self, this somebody, to exist forever,” Barstad said.
While Christians may experience wrongs and sufferings in this life, they can have the hope of knowing that “they have been loved by Christ who through his own divine-human dying and rising can take them apart, to the very dust, and refashion them, making something beautiful out of the tangled mess,” he added.
Christians also have the hope that not only will they be resurrected individually, but that they will rejoin their loves ones, “living in a renewed and refashioned heaven and earth,” Barstad said.
“This is why we evangelize, this is why we repent and make amends for our wrongs and forgive those who wrong us, this is why we pray for the dead, and this is why the saints who already enjoy the (beatific) vision of God nonetheless still pray for us. They are still invested in this world and await with us the final revelation of Christ that will bring about the resurrection of everybody.”
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